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How MHS Cuts College Costs
Accelerated classes show $5.6 million potential.

W hen James Hartwell, Mahopac High 
School's 2009 salutatorian, headed off 

to SUNY Geneseo last fall, he discovered he 
was eligible to register as a junior rather than a 
freshman for many of his classes.

This happy turn of events meant both a dollar 
and a time savings but also the ability to move 
toward the head of the line in signing up for 
courses he wanted. 
James and other MHS graduates starting their 
college careers have learned, to their pleasure, 
that Advanced Placement (AP) and concurrent-
credit courses they took successfully in high 
school can give them a sizable head start.
Parents are also enjoying the good news. 
The advantage enabled by these classes has a 
handsome dollar value, according to a recent 
MHS administrators' report. With the average 
undergraduate credit-hour estimated to cost 
up to $450, an exceptional student like James 
could see a savings of as much as 
$10,350 at SUNY. Shaving off 
two years of study at a private 
college could amount to $52,000.
This is good news all around, 
says MHS Principal Adam Pease. 
According to the administrators' 

report, ªOver the past six years, MHS students 
have enrolled in courses with the potential 
to receive 12,258 college-level credits at an 
approximate value of $5.6 million.º 
ªIt shows you what the education of these stu-
dents is really worth in terms of college dollars. 
A lot of students end their high school years 
with a semester or more of college credits.º 
The number of MHS students taking advantage 
of this opportunity is steadily growing. In 2009, 
�È� �–�i�Ñ�Õ�Ì�í�Ñ�È�Ó�Þ�`�i�›�Ó�È�Ñ�i�›�Å� �’�’�i�`�Ñ�‹�›�Ñ�V� �›�V�Þ�Å�Å�i�›�Ó�Ñ�V� �Þ�Å�È-
es (those that give both high school and college 
credit), 40 more than the year before; the num-
ber of AP tests to be taken for credit is 505, up 
22 from 2008. And after the 2008 testing, more 
�Ó�ˆ�>�›�Ñ�Ì�í�Ñ�È�Ó�Þ�`�i�›�Ó�È�Ñ�ˆ�>�`�Ñ�i�>�Å�›�i�`�Ñ���*�Ñ�È�°�i�V�‹�>�’�Ñ�-�V�ˆ� �’�>�Å�Ñ
recognition ± the most in MHS history.
ªAP classes are rigorous but very accessible,º 
Mr. Pease says. ªWe're working steadily to 
remove artificial barriers from these high-level 
courses so students can access them when they 

are ready. ªKids blossom and buckle 
down at different times,º he says.
AP and college credit courses are 
not for everyone. Our goal is to 
provide an appropriate challenge for 
every student.º 

T aking advantage of New York State and 
EXCEL funding, Mahopac High School 

is beginning work to construct a new front 
entrance to the building, two computer labs,  
a small amphitheater, and an upgraded and 
redesigned library/media center. 

The projects are part of the $5.9 million con-
struction and capital improvement plan voters 
approved in 2008. With zero impact on local 
taxpayers, the plan is funded entirely by an 

continued on page 2

Footloose Kicks 
off a Season  

of Music.
See page 4.

Construction Starts at MHS
New entrance, computer labs, and amphitheater



�3

Superintendent's Message
Dear Fellow Community Members:

Mahopac is a school com-
munity with rich traditions 
that integrate generations 
in common causes to help 
our neighbors. The annual 
Toys for Tots campaign 
is a worthy initiative that 
helps make the holiday 
season special for many 
families. Similar efforts by 
numerous community- and 
school-based organizations 
enable children, adoles-
cents, and adults to join 
hands to provide for fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors 
without fanfare or need  
for recognition. We 

become involved in such activities because it is the  
right thing to do.

One collaborative town/school activity is the Hope Forum, 
�È�V�ˆ�i�`�Þ�’�i�`�Ñ� �›�Ñ���>�›�Þ�>�Å�ç�Ñ�Û�§�Ñ�>�Ó�Ñ�Ì�Ñ�°�µ�–�µ�Ñ�‹�›�Ñ�Ó�ˆ�i�Ñ���>�‘�i�ä�‹�i�å�Ñ�
�’�i-
mentary School Auditorium, to bring residents together 
to plan and implement actions that will raise awareness 
about personal, family, and community responsibility in 
making appropriate decisions regarding at-risk behaviors. 
An informed citizenry creates a pervasive desire to alter 
potentially destructive behaviors in order to create a safer 
environment for all who live, work, and attend school 
here. Through perseverance, persistence, and commit-
ment, we will continue to make a difference in the quality 
of community life.  

Another recent activity that makes such a difference is the 
annual Senior Citizens' Prom, sponsored by the Mahopac 
Parent Athletic Advisory Council, Student Athletic 
Council, and the MHS Drama Company. This formal 
affair, on November 22, was attended by some 325 senior 
citizens, 150 students from athletics and drama programs, 
and 30 MPAAC parents. Dancing was lively, food savory, 
and the intergenerational company most enjoyable. Our 
senior citizens are commended for teaching us a dance 
step or two while sharing their memories, and our stu-
dents are complimented for their volunteerism in making 
this event so successful. Athletic Director Frank Miele 
deserves special recognition for leadership in bringing 
together so many people who enjoyed one another's 
company through this memorable occasion.

Mahopac is truly a remarkable school community, known 
for its gifts of friendship, neighborliness, work ethic, and 
high academic expectations. Each generation's success is 
based upon the successes of those previous generations 
who have given so much to improve the quality of life.

Please contact me at mankot@mahopac.k12.ny.us or  
845-628-3415, ext. 326, if I may provide assistance 
regarding any aspect of the school district. May you and 
your family enjoy this new year. I wish you all the best.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Manko, Superintendent of Schools

EXCEL grant, New York State Build-
ing Aid, and district reserves.

The new main entrance will increase 
the building's safety and security by 
providing an area in which visitors will 
sign in and provide identification to 
school personnel before they can enter 
the building proper. 

The computer labs and amphitheater 
will be developed in the area that was 
once the auditorium balcony but was 
rarely used. The amphitheater will 
seat 100 and be used for lectures, guest 
speakers, and small performances.

High School Principal Adam Pease  
said he is excited about this additional 
non-traditional instructional space. 
ªOur existing building was built in the 

1960s with the philosophy that  
all teaching, regardless of grade, level, 
or subject, should be done in class-
rooms with 25 to 30 desks, arranged 
in rows with a teacher desk in the 
front. We now know that teaching 
and learning are far more complicat-
ed. These new spaces will give  
our teachers and students some  
much needed versatility.º

Work on the entrance and balcony 
is under way. Work on the library 
itself ± to make it more compatible 
with today's students' needs  ± will start 
toward the end of this school year and 
be complete next summer.

Efforts are being made to minimize  
the impact of the construction work  
on students. 

Construction Starts at MHS continued from page 1 SUPERINTENDENT'S 
FORUM

Superintendent Thomas Manko 
invites area parents and residents 
to meet with him informally to 
discuss matters of interest to the 
schools, the students, and the 
district. Upcoming forums are in 
Room 17 at Lakeview Elementary 
School at the following times: 

February 3 at 7:30 a.m.�t��

March 3 at 7 p.m.�t��

April 7 at 7:30 a.m.�t��

May 5 at 7 p.m. �t��

June 3 at 7:30 a.m.�t��
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M entor: a teacher, counselor, friend. Every day 
throughout the year, seven fifth graders in Aus-

tin Road Elementary School give up their recess time 
to visit seven young special-needs students in Penny 

Wieser's Stepping Stones class. ªThey are great role mod-
els,º Ms. Wieser says. 

ªIt's really amazing. They're a combination teacher, broth-
er, sister, friend. Their visits help the younger children 
with their social skills¼ the little ones look up to them.º 
The activity ± known as mentoring ± also helps the fifth 
graders, Ms. Wieser says. ªIt bolsters their self esteem and 
teaches them about volunteering and helping others.º

Mentoring ± a technique in which newcomers are matched 
with more experienced individuals who advise them, coun-
sel them, and serve as examples ± is a frequent and well 
respected enrichment tactic among educators. A trip to 
Austin Road shows how it works¼ from first grade to the 
principal's office. 

ªIt's a technique that benefits all involved,º says fifth-grade 
teacher Susan Downey. She is excited about how much 
her students enjoy the mentoring experience. ªThey wrote 
essays about why they would be the best candidate for the 
job and jumped at the chance to go. They didn't mind 
missing recess at all.º

Here are other examples:

Reading and writing buddies:  Fifth-grade ªbuddiesº 
visit first-graders each week to work one-on-one with a 
younger child. ªThey love it!º says fifth-grade teacher 
Beth Dor". ªThe younger children get individualized help 
from a `big' kid; the older ones learn how to communicate 
effectively what they know. They encourage each other.º

Student teachers:  Jaime Hoefer, a 2003 MHS gradu-
ate, is a student teacher in Lisa LaPadula's and Laura 
Scampoli's first-grade class, receiving mentoring from two 
teachers at once. ªI've learned so much working with these 
teachers, getting the chance to teach and observe and get-
ting feedback,º she says. Mrs. Scampoli adds her point of 
view, ªWhen you're teaching somebody else, it makes you 
sharpen your own skills.º

Community Readers:  Volunteer readers visit all first 
grade classrooms at Austin Road. In Michelle Seymour's 
class, the volunteer comes one day a week to read one-on-
one with a child. ªThe children like it and look forward to 
having that special person come,º Ms. Seymour says. The 
11-year-old Community Reader program is organized by 
Denise Ryan and the Austin Road PTO. The reader works 
at no cost to the district. ªIt's a strong program at Austin 
Road. We have a lot of volunteers,º says reading teacher 
Julie Rosenberg.

Teacher mentors:  Fourth-grade teacher Meg Benedetto 
is enrolled in the Future School Leaders Academy, spon-
sored jointly by Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES 
and the Bank Street College of Education. Her mentor at 
Austin Road is Principal Robert Meyer.

ªMentoring is a wonderful way to meet a school's needs,º 
says Mrs. Benedetto. ªAt Austin Road, it's a long-standing 
tradition. For both students and teachers, the activity fosters 
the idea of community service. Giving time and talents to 
help others can become automatic. With the school's theme, 
`Make a difference,' we're fostering the idea of giving back.º

A Whole Lot of Mentoring Going On . . .
 Students and teachers are role models at Austin Road.

COMMUNITY READER: Volunteer Christine Santoriella works one-
on-one with a young student.

STUDENT TEACHER: Jaime Hoefer, reading to students, receives 
mentoring from two teachers, Lisa LaPadula and Laura Scampoli.

SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS 

Mahopac Board of Education monthly public sessions: 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m.

January 12 ± Austin Road School
February 9 ± Fulmar Road School
 March 9 ±  Mahopac Falls School
 April 13 ± Lakeview School
 May 11 ± Lakeview School
 May 11 ±  BUDGET HEARING, 7 p.m., at Lakeview 

School
 May 18 ±  ANNUAL BUDGET/ELECTION VOTE 

(location to be announced)
 June 15 ± Lakeview School (recognitions)

Log on to www.mahopac.k12.ny.us for monthly Finance 
Committee meetings



F ootloose, a high-energy musical, based 
on a 1984 film by the same name, 

lit up the Mahopac High School audito-
rium for three nights in November. The 
student production included some 35 
singers, dancers, and actors, plus another 
40 artists, musicians, and crew. ªRoughly 
�Ì�y�Ñ�‹�›�Ñ�>�’�’�]�À�Ñ�È�>�ç�È�Ñ�`�‹�Å�i�V�Ó� �Å�Ñ�>�›�`�Ñ�–�Þ�È�‹�V�Ñ�Ó�i�>�V�ˆ-
er Jennifer Vara. 

It was, as is usual, a major commitment 
for the students involved, who start audi-
tioning in September and then rehearse 
from two to six hours every day until 
the opening. But these are well-focused 
teens, Ms. Vara says, some with their 
eyes on professional careers.

ªIt's in all of our dreams,º says Lauren 
Fischetti, who played Ariel, the leading 
role opposite Matt Rank as Ren McCor-
mack and Corey Brent as the preacher. Dancer Caleb Teicher, 
the show's student choreographer, has already begun a profes-
sional career, appearing in shows in New York City.

The Footloose story is about a town ± shaken by tragedy ± that 
outlaws dancing. A rough new kid in town stirs things up and 
gets people to talk about and accept the idea that dancing isn't 
a crime. 

Ms. Vara and English teacher Sonya Niekamp directed the 
production, with English teacher Christopher Purr leading the 
set design and technical crew. Music teacher Richard Williams 
was the instrumental director.

The musical is an annual event that leads off a season of  
concerts throughout the Mahopac schools ± from the middle 
school to Fulmar Road, Austin Road, Lakeview, and then the 
high school itself. The next big musical production on the 
school calendar is Illusion, a popular music extravaganza sched-
uled for March. Stay tuned¼.

GOTTA SING AND DANCE: Lauren Fischetti, with dancers (left to 
right) Melissa Bellenchia, Michelle Klimm, and Damaris Giha.

ALL-STATE STRINGS: Sean Murphy, cello, and Katie Allen, viola.

ON STAGE: The cast of Footloose, Mahopac High School's Drama Company musical.

MHS Musicians Play 
in All-State Orchestra
M HS sophomore Katie Allen, on viola, and senior Sean  

Murphy, on cello, were chosen last fall to play with the  
NYSSMA Area All-State Orchestra in a two-day music  
festival at Hyde Park.

The two students, members of Mahopac High School's 
orchestra, were chosen in a solo competition for their  
musicality, ability, and posture. Both Katie and Sean began 
playing string instruments when they were introduced to 
them in third grade. Both are looking forward to careers in 
music.

NYSSMA is the New York State School Music Association.
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Footloose Kicks off a Season of Music
  Musicals engage students in dreams and teamwork.
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By: Amanda Montera, 8th grade

[In November, eighth grade students and 
their teachers (in Team 8A) turned the 
Mahopac Middle School cafeterias into a 
replica of Ellis Island. The following is an 
excerpt of a student report.]

Immigration: migrating to another 
country from your homeland. 

Our teachers had originally wanted to 
take us on a field trip to Ellis Island. 
Instead, they re-created Ellis Island at 
the Mahopac Middle School. 

Everyone on our team had to pick an 
immigrant that they wanted to be, wheth-
er it was a family member who came 
through Ellis Island or not. We dressed 
up as that character and came in with 
luggage just like real immigrants. The 
teachers were dressed in the costumes of 
doctors, clerks, and police officers. 

Before we started, we took a ªtwo-week 
voyage over the Atlanticº ± code for a 
10-minute bus ride around the lake. When 
we ªdocked,º Mrs. Campbell was waiting 
for us, dressed as the Statue of Liberty¼.

We had to pass medical inspection, 

being checked for trachoma and other 
diseases, and we were ªchalkedº if we 
had any signs of disease, infections, or 
mental illness. 

We had to answer questions from a 
packet using information about Ellis 
Island and other topics. If you answered 
the questions correctly, you were 
let through; if you didn't, you were 
detained¼.

Even though it wasn't really Ellis Island, 
it was a fun learning experience of what 
immigrants had to go through. Hats off 
to Team 8A teachers ± Lisa Napolitano, 
Nicholas Oliverio, Aneta Lacerte, Dawn 
Campbell, and Dawn Petersen!

ELLIS ISLAND ªimmigrantsº at Mahopac 
Middle School.

Would I like to be a chef when I 
grow up? Or maybe a carpenter, 
an architect, a golf pro, or a special 
agent?

M ahopac Middle School students 
had a chance to ask themselves 

these questions recently at the school's 
annual Career Day when area residents 
came to the school to describe what they 
do when they go to work. 

More than 40 adult professionals joined 
in the presentation effort this year, orga-
nized by teacher aide Mary Thorne and 
a crew of volunteers. The students each 
had a chance to select two careers to 
explore in 50-minute sessions.

Ten of the presenters were teachers 
from The Tech Center at Putnam/
Northern Westchester BOCES, intro-
ducing careers from fashion design to 
carpentry, nursing, auto mechanics, 
advertising art, and computer animation.

Two highlights of the event were 
BOCES Chef Michael Tomaseski's 
preparation of apple cr#pes the students 
were able to sample and the presentation 
by Drug Enforcement Agency Special 

Middle School Tests Careers
Agent Erin Mulvey, who arranged for a 
DEA helicopter to land on the school's 
athletic field so students could see it  
up close.   

ªThe best part about Career Day,º says 
Principal Ira Gurkin, ªis that it brings 
the purpose of learning clearly into 
focus for students as they think about 
their own future.º

Physics  
`Honest  
Indicators'
New assessments  
test mastery.

M HS physics teachers have a new 
way of testing what their stu-

dents have learned.

While the standard Regents exam is 
still an option for physics students, 
the required final is one that has been 
designed by MHS teachers based on 
what has actually been taught in the 
classroom.

ªIt's a true test of what a student has 
mastered,º says Green House Principal 
Troy Bilyeu. ªWe wanted an honest 
indicator¼ a true assessment at every 
level.º Each classroom level ± Regents, 
Honors, and Advanced Placement 
± now has its own assessment test, 
including both theory and lab practice. 
And in every case, the score will make 
up 10% of a student's final grade.

The new assessments, launched last 
year in a pilot program, were ªin 
large part teacher driven,º says Mr. 
Bilyeu. The school's four physics 
teachers discussed what they saw as 
inadequacy in the standard Regents 
test, particularly for students in AP 
and Honors classes, and proposed a 
change.

ªWe really want to teach in depth,º 
says physics instructor Sima Warnock, 
who has been teaching Honors and 
AP Physics at MHS for 13 years. 
ªOur new tests are much more  
challenging, but the students live up 
to them.º

In the new assessments, a lab section 
has been added with hands-on chal-
lenges students can work out individ-
ually, giving tactile learners an 
opportunity to show their skills, says 
Dennis Quackenbush, who teaches 
both AP and Regents physics. The 
Regents exam is theory only. 

ªThis pilot is now part of the cur-
riculum,º Mr. Bilyeu says. ªIt's a 
really big change in the way we assess 
students. Moving forward, it opens 
the door for conversations in other 
areas of science¼ and beyond.º
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A DEA HELICOPTER captures students'  
imagination on Career Day.

The Immigrant Experience 
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24 M.O.S.T. members, led by their 
advisor, math teacher Bernadette 
Snook, picked up 18 bags of litter 
along Stillwater Road in early 
November. M.O.S.T. is Mahopac 
High School's  student government 
group, which has been involved in 
this activity for 15 years, spring  
and fall.

TEACHERS, TOO, participated in 
a roadside cleanup project. Led by 
teacher Stacey Biagini, 19 teachers 
cleaned up litter from Myrtle Avenue. 
Litter-grabbers, safety vests, and large 
orange bags were provided by Keep 
Putnam Beautiful. 

As many as 130 elementary school chil-
dren raced in the annual 5K Run in 
FDR Park in October. MCSD winners 
included: Mike Muldoon, Ailis Martin, 
and Kim Schiera of Lakeview and 
Mark Carey of Austin Road .

More than two dozen members of 
the MHS  class of 2009 returned from 
their freshman year in college to meet 
with high school juniors and seniors at 
the school's annual College Mini-Fair 
on the day before Thanksgiving. The 
alumni came from 19 different colleges, 
from Notre Dame and Syracuse to 
Skidmore and Virginia Tech. 

Despite wind, rain, and cold, 31 mem-
bers of the Mahopac administrative 
team participated in the Making Strides 
against Breast Cancer Walk last fall at 
Manhattanville College. Their con-
tributions helped raise $1,030 for the 
cause. Collectively, the Mahopac  
Central School District raised more 
than $4,000.

All the 2009 fall athletic teams at MHS  
have been selected to the very presti-
gious New York State Scholar/Athlete 
team. This is the second consecutive 
year that all the high school's fall  
varsity teams have received this award.

During this season's Toys for Tots 
campaign in Mahopac schools, 620 toys 
were collected for area children. The 
MTA Dress Down Day provided $460 
for additional toys. Gifts were donated 
to the PARC preschool, Green Chim-
neys, and five area families in need. 

Through Mahopac Middle School's 
annual food drive more than 20 boxes 
of food and gift cards were collected 
and delivered to area families. The 
donation included 22 turkeys provided 
by the Mahopac Sports Association's 
sixth-grade football teams. In a ªWish 
Treeº donation, students, staff, and the 
community provided holiday gifts to 
children in 26 families.

The Mahopac Falls Elementary 
School collected $223 to help feed 
Mahopac families for Thanksgiving. 
Turkey dinners, each feeding six to 
eight people, were given to two fami-
lies, and $103 was donated to the  
St. John's Food Pantry.


